MESSAGE

I greet the people of our country on the auspicious

occasion of Makara Sankranti and Pongal.

Celebrated in all parts of the country in myriad cultural
forms with great fervour and gaiety, these festivals mark the
beginning of the harvesting season. The rituals and the festivities
associated with these festivals symbolise the warmth of love and

brotherhood among the people of our country.

May these festivals become harbingers of peace and

prosperity in our lives.

(M. HAMID ANSARI)

New Delhi
12" January, 2010



